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A life with music: Günther Massenkeil

Günther Massenkeil, who later became a musicologist, was born in Wiesbaden in 1926. His father gives
him his first piano lessons, and later the Wiesbaden Music Seminar helps him. He also becomes a piano
accompanist for singers. At the age of 14 (1940) he is allowed to play the organ in St. Kilian in Wiesbaden
because the organist has been drafted for military service. In 1941, the 15-year-old is allowed to set a
patron saint song to music. Despite a serious illness, he is drafted for military service in March 1945, does

not have to fight, but is taken prisoner of war in
France for two years. He is released from camp 101
in Mutzig in Alsace.
There he founds a choir and is allowed to leave the
camp under French guard to play the Silbermann
organ there in the church of Sulzbad (frz. Soultz-
les-Bains), which is dedicated to St. Mauritius. The
organ was built in 1762 for the church of St.-Pierre-
le-Jeune in Strasbourg, but was moved to its
present location in 1865. It was not until 2005 that
Massenkeil learned of the organ's origin and
builder. Since then he has supported the restoration
of the organ; it was played again in his presence in
2008 and Massenkeil is now an honorary citizen of
the village.

Letter from the University of Basel to Privatdozen Dr. Günther Massenkeil in Mainz from 1966.
The addressee inspired this article.

Image from Wiki [Creative] Commons (© Ralph
Hammann): the organ of the church of St. Maurice in
Soultz-les-Bains.
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The war baccalaureate at the Humanist Gymnasium allows him to begin studies at the Technical University
in Darmstadt, possibly to become an organ builder. From 1947 to 1951 he studied musicology at the
University of Mainz. He applies for a French scholarship, which takes him to the Sorbonne in Paris in 1951
and 1952. In 1952 he received his doctorate in
Mainz on Giacomo Carissimi, in 1953 he passed
the state examination for the artistic teaching
profession in music, in 1954 he became a
scientific assistant and in 1961 he habilitated on
W.A. Mozart and symmetry in his instrumental
music and became a private lecturer.

In 1966 he was appointed director of the
Musicological Seminar at the University of Bonn.
From 1972 to 1974 he is also director of the
Beethoven Archive in Bonn and from 1972 to 1998
chairman of the board of trustees of the Max Reger
Institute. From 1975 to 2011 he is the head of the
Musicology Section of the Görres Society, and from
1966 until his retirement in 1991 he edits its
Kirchenmusikalisches Jahrbuch. In 1978 he
publishes with others the 8-volume "Grosse Lexikon
der Musik", based on Honegger's Dictionaire de la
Musique, which he also edits.

Massenkeil is also an artist: since 1954 he has been a singer (bass-baritone), he performs as an oratorio
and lieder singer, radio and recordings are made. It was not until 1974 that he ended his singing career.
In 1969 he moved to Bad Honnef, where he died in 2014 after a life filled with music.
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