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Entomologists amongst themselves
Entomology is a branch of zoology and deals with the study of insects. Insects usually have six legs and
differ from arachnids, where we can count four pairs of legs. Insects include large groups such as beetles
and butterflies. But they also include small groups such as grasshoppers or mayflies.
Entomologists are
basically concerned
with these many
insects - but usually
only in a small sub-
area. Today, know-
ledge is mostly
reduced to DNA and
some scientifically
active entomologists
no longer really know
the species. Specia-
lists in small insect
groups are also dying
out - we still know the
competitors of hu-
mans in the field of
agriculture, but no
longer all the bugs or

cicadas that still
exist in nature’s
living environ-
ment. The com-
mon term for
living environ-
ment is often
habitat - but there
is also biotope.
The terms can be
distinguished as
follows: The living
environment is
the big picture,
the biotope is a
specific area
with-in this living
environment, and
the habitat des-
cribes the specific

requirements of a species in this context.
Entomologists' knowledge is often limited to the life of the imagos - the butterfly or beetle. The other stages
- egg; caterpillar, larva or maggot; nymph [in insects with incomplete metamorphosis] and pupa [in
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complete metamorphosis, for example in saturnids in cocoons] are less attractive and are often “forgotten”,
even though these preimaginal stages can be extremely remarkable. For example, there are species of
butterflies whose caterpillars only feed on a single plant species, others on a group of plants, and still
others are omnivorous. This dependence often determines the endangered status of a species: if the plant
is gone, the butterfly cannot survive.
This little excursion into the world of insects should give us a brief overview to better understand the
content of the correspondence between the two gentlemen, CHRISTEN in Basel and JOHN in Altenburg.
The card was postmarked in Basel on January 21, 1942 [an additional stamp of 10 centimes was required
for the foreign rate] and was read by German censors and checked for suspicious content. At the top left,
next to the picture of the Schynige Platte near Interlaken, we find the note: 2042 BRB 3.10.1939. This note
indicates that the Swiss Federal Council Decree of 3.10.1939 prohibited the use of this type of picture
postcard for foreign traffic. The Swiss therefore also practiced censorship - albeit in such a way that Nazi
Germany would not learn anything about the geographical conditions of the Swiss topography, as there
was great fear in the Swiss Confederation that Hitler might also occupy Switzerland after the German
Reich invaded Poland at the beginning of September. The name “Schynige Platte” could be derived from
“reflecting slate slabs”, as the geological formation in this region of the Bernese Oberland is characterized
by slate rock. In the foreground, we can see conifers tousled by wind and weather, which can be assigned
to the Swiss stone pine, Pinus cembra. They are called Swiss stone pines in Switzerland and mark the
battle zone of the forest in the Alps - usually at around 1,800 meters above sea level.

Mr. CHRISTEN thanks for the
Graellsia isabellae cocoons
received. The species was
described in 1849 by
FERNANDO DE GRAELLS in
honor of the Spanish Queen
ISABELLA II. It is remarkable
that the species has spread
from Spain via the Pyrenees
and southern France to the

Valais - it was first sighted there in 1987. CHRISTEN exchanges it for 18 Celerion
[now genus Hyles] hippophaes, the buckthorn hawk-moth. Mr. CHRISTEN mentions
Valais as the place of discovery; the species is widespread from Spain, southern
France to China, in climatically favoured areas, especially river meadows, where the
sea buckthorn, Hippophae rhamnoides, occurs. As early as 1932/1933, JOHN
reported on successful cross-breeding attempts between the sea buckthorn hawkmoth and other
hawkmoth species.
Hyles sammuti from Malta shows us that bastards can develop in nature. Several faunas meet on the
Mediterranean island: Based on mtDNA studies, it was determined that the species is related to the African
Hyles tithymali mauretanica, but that genetic material of the originally European spurge hawk moth (Hyles
euphorbiae) can also be found, which also reaches North Africa as an errant guest. The caterpillars of
both species feed on poisonous spurges, which incidentally also include the poinsettia.


